Monday-Friday
May 3-7
Staff Appreciation Week:

Mon - Bring teacher
flower

Tues-Give hug or
handshake
Wed-Write a note
Thurs-Be on best
behavior

Fri-Tell what you like
best

Tuesday, May11

Nixon News

Dear Nixon Families,

As you read this, we are in the midst
of our California state testing for
second through fifth graders (often
referred to as STAR tests). We
appreciate your support in making
sure that your children get plenty of
sleep, a healthy breakfast and arrive
at school on time each day. The
work of preparing students for these
state tests has gone on all year, in
their reading, writing and
mathematics instruction. At this
time, we want students to feel
comfortable and confident in their
ability to show what they know on
these assessments.

PTA meeting and electionWhile we certainly work hard to

of officers for 2010-11
11:45-12:30 pm

Friday, May 21
International Night
4:30-8:00 pm

Thursday, May 27
Volunteer Appreciation
Breakfast
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ensure that our students meet and
exceed the California standards, we
also know that there is far more to a
guality elementary education than
performance on standardized tests.
In recent weeks at Nixon, our first
graders have participated in
instruction from Theater Works
linking movement and drama with
their study of weather. Second
graders have been delighted as
they have observed mealworms
changing into beetles and
caterpillars becoming butterflies.
Our third graders have been
donning costumes and sharing their
biography reports with their
classmates. Nixon fourth graders
took a “Walk Through California”
last Friday, participating in an
interactive assembly and competing

in teams to determine who knows
the most California history. And our
fifth graders were seen
enthusiastically learning about the
circulatory system as they
dissected sheep hearts. Our
curriculum at Nixon and in PAUSD
is rich in each content area. We
want students to be more than
capable; we want them to love
learning.

Safety Training - As described
previously in this column, we teach
conflict resolution skills using “Talk It
Out” and “Tools of the Heart” and
address character education
through our Lifeskills program. With
support from both our PTA and our
School Site Council, we recently
added training for students in issues
of personal safety by KidPower, a
local organization who specializes in
training children and parents on this
topic. The assemblies presented on
April 2 varied somewhat by grade
level, but all children were
encouraged to walk with awareness
of their surroundings and to trust
their own intuition for when a
situation or a person does not feel
“right.” You can find links on our
school website to many resources
from Kidpower. | would encourage
you to check these resources out
and have your own discussions with
your children.

A very important aspect of personal
safety that your own parents did not
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(except when holidays interfere)
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Submissions should be sent via
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Microsoft Word Format file. If youl
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submitted electronically or if you
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Deadlines are announced on page

PrinCipaI’S Corner continued from page 1.

have to deal with is cyber-safety. We have links to several excellent
resources on this topic on our school website. Go to “Links for
Kids” (our computer lab resource center), look under “For Parents”
and click on “Cyber safety.” While this may seem like a topic for
middle and high school, if your children have unsupervised use of a
computer at home, you need to become knowledgeable about the
potential hazards for them and what you can do to make their use of
the internet safe.

International Day is coming on Friday, May 21. A group of parents
has come forward to help with organizing this wonderful event, but
we will need many more to help with cultural booths and food for
that evening. Please contact Kim Bomar if you can help with a
cultural booth (kbomar@mac.com) or would like to learn more about
what is involved in doing this. A form will be coming home in the
Friday folder the first week in May to sign up to bring food.

Student Information Sheets - As we plan our final activities for this
year, | know that many of you begin to think about next school year
and wonder who will be your child’s teacher. This raises the
guestion, “Can we request a teacher for our child?” As in the past,
my answer must be to ask you to refrain from making a request for a
particular teacher. Nixon teachers and | spend considerable time
creating groupings of children that enable effective instruction. | will
go my best to complete this task before | leave at the end of June,

(see below) of every issue. They §Rut it is always possible that further adjustments will need to be

normally (but not always) the
Wednesday the week before
publication. Articles may be editeq
for spelling, grammar, clarity, and
length. All submissions must
include your name and contact
information.

Information in this newsletter is
provided as a community service.
The mention of any business,
service, or organization in this
newsletter does not imply
endorsement by the Nixon PTA or
the PAUSD.
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made in August as enrollment continues to change. We consider a
wide variety of factors in making class groupings. These are listed
on the accompanying green page. If you feel that you have some
important information about your child that we may be unaware of,
please take the time to fill out the form and return it to the school
office by May 10. The form is optional; it is not required. Please
trust that we do this with the intent of meeting the needs of all of the
children, and do not request a particular teacher. In an effort to be
fair and consistent to all, forms containing a request for a teacher
will be returned.

I’'m hoping spring is finally here to stay, but the sun has been a fickle
friend this past month! Let’s all enjoy it when we can!

Mary Pat O'Connell
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PTA President’'s Letter by paisy zook
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!
Position Name Position Name
Executive Board Parent Coordinator Tim Edmonds
President Daisy Zook Website Coordinator Wenli Bai
Exec. VP/PTA Council Rep  Gioia Allegretti -~
Fundraising
VP-Student Programs Suzie Lincoln PIE Liason Kathy Gurtner
VP-Family Programs Catherine Mattersop Alli Deeter
VP-Fundraising Sheryl Humble e Wl s
VP-Communications Tim Edmonds ; o
Julie Wissink
Treasurer Karen Jacobson
: . Kelly Mahoney
Financial Secretary Joyce Hung
Secretary Harriet Roeder Michael Mertz
Auditor Laura Nicolls Scott Hayes
Historian Jo Marcus Karen Matthys
Parliamentarian Leisa Waschura Book Fair
PTA Council Rep Kim Bomar o[V
PTA Council Rep Ping Hao o
Katrin Richter
Executive Committees
Kim Grimm
Back To School Registration Ellen Waxman
Gift Wrap Van Cole
Back To School Packets Poornima DeBolle ;
PTA Membership Ann Xu
Nominating Committee Karen Jacobson _
_ School Supplies Judy Koelbel
Katie Talbot
Jo Marcus Spirit Shop Brenda Liu
Beth Most Rebate: Escrip Yuval Spector
Neeraja Kambham Rebate: Box Top Liz Fendorf
Communications Rebate: Nixon Night Out Betty Carlson
Nixon e-news Editor Linda Baker
Nixon Names Directory Liz Fendorf
Treasurer
Nixon News Distribution Leisa Washura
_ _ _ Tax Return Preperation Gioia Allegretti
Nixon News Editor Julie Tomz
Nixon News Production Anjana Patel
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Position

Family Programs
Back To School Picnic
Family Game/Math Night

Hospitality/Staff
Appreciation

Ice Skating Party

International Celebration

May Fete Parade
Outreach

New Families

School Safety Coordinator
Traffic Control

Welcome Back Coffee

Parent Education

Name

Melissa Wilkinson
Jeslyn Rumbold

Cinnamon Chu

Lori Delp
Cinnamon Chu
Rika Bosmans
Kim Bomar
Mary Pat O’Connell
Kim Bomar
Ann Xu
Cassandra Gencatella
Ruth Ann Daines
Lori Delp
Shali Mahajan-Miklog
Kim Bomar
Rika Bosmans

Position
Student Programs
3rd Grade Bike Safety

5th Grade Activities
Assemblies

Classroom Volunteer
Coordinator

After School Enrichment

Green Team

Health Care Coordinator

Library Volunteer
Coordinator

Noon Art

Noon Science

Pumpkin Festival

Reflections Representatives

Name

Shali Mahajan-Mik

Kim Grimm

Kathleen Ruppel
Cassandra Gencarg
Alli Deeter

Kelly Mahoney

Athina Peiou-Quak
Katrin Richter
Elizabeth Pierce

Annie Godfrey-Wel
Kathleen Ruppel

Leisa Waschura
Elizabeth Chung

Joy Margerum
Kelly Mahoney

Carolina Maier

Laura Nicolls
Larisa Usich
Gilli Kesht-Aspitz
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The PTA needs you and your child needs the PTA. Many volunteers are moving on to middle school, and
others are completing their service to our community in their current position. Thank you to all of the great
volunteers who have kept our PTA running this year!

PTA sponsored activities greatly enrich our community educational experience, and volunteering is a great
way to be connected to the school community, shield our kids from the impact of reduced budgets, and make
some good friends in the meantime.

Please check out the list of open positions and consider volunteering for one of them based on what works
best for your interests, skills and schedule. There is something for you on this list!
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Each week during morning announcements, students
share examples of how they have demonstrated one
of the Lifeskills, the behavior standards of the Nixon
School community based on respect for others and
self. Here are some of the examples shared by
students in the last several weeks.

Elfort
| showed effort when | finished writing a whole book.

| showed effort when | read a chapter book.

| showed effort when | finished my student of the
week poster.

| showed effort when | finished an art project.
| show effort when | try my best at handball.

| showed effort when | was playing kickball and | got
a homerun.

| showed effort when | was painting a picture and |
added lots of detail.

| showed effort when | was trying to make a home
run at baseball.

Fersonal Best

| showed personal best when, at softball practice, we
had a part where you have to try to throw a softball
into a target. It wasn't easy, but | tried very hard, and
| got the ball in the target.

| showed personal best when | had to finish my rain
poem, and | worked really hard to finish it before
curriculum night.

| showed personal best when | had to make two
squares for class science quilt.

| showed personal best when | made a book report |
had worked really hard on.

| showed personal best when | was practicing piano,

Page 8

and | was really frustrated but | kept on practicing.

sense of Humaoy

| showed sense of humor when | was playing kickball
and | took a shot at the ball and missed, and | started
laughing at myself.

Truthiuiness

| showed truthfulness when my mom asked me if |
brushed my teeth, and | said no and then did it right
away.

| showed truthfulness when | broke my brother’s
book, and | told the truth.

| showed truthfulness when | was playing outside and
my mom asked me if had practiced piano. | said no
and went inside to practice.

| showed truthfulness when | was with my friends and
we spilled water on my rug. Then | went and told my
mom.

| showed truthfulness when | didn’t do my homework.
My mom asked me if | did my homework, and I told
the truth.

| showed truthfulness when | was playing a game
with my sister, and she rolled 6 and only moved 5,
but I told her to move one more.

| showed truthfulness when | accidentally broke a
vase in my house, and my mom asked who did it,
and | said it was me.

| showed truthfulness when my mom asked me if |
practiced violin. | said | didn't, so | started putting my

é\gf 1
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As you may already be aware from your
student’s teacher, in April students attended an _
assembly by Kidpower, a charitable educational ~area: http://www.kidpower.org/what-we-do/ca-
nonprofit organization whose mission is to teach  services.html

people of all ages and
abilities, to use their power
to stay safe, act wisely, and
believe in themselves.
Teachers have been
reinforcing many of the
Kidpower messages with
students.

and about workshops in the Northern California

Kidpower Safety Comics

Kidpower has cartoon-illustrated publications for
sale that make it fun and easy to discuss and
practice safety skills with children: http://
www.kidpower.org/store/safety-comic.html

There is considerable information available at the U U LU LU UL U DU DU U U UG
Kidpower website:

FREE Online Kidpower Library
Kidpower’s on-line FREE Library offers a

wealth of articles, videos, podcasts, a coloring Between April 23 and June_ 19, Nixon

= parents have the opportunity to purchase;
: back-to-school pack of supplies for next =
www.Kidpower.org/resources/index.html = school year. This is an easy way to be stire

Kidpower Resources for Personal Safety :you are prepared come the end of August.
Problems :

book, and an enewsletter. http://

Here are Kidpower resources that address Please look for_ your_ informati_on sheet ar‘Ed
= order form, which will be coming home
.With your child. Parents may complete the
= order form and return it with payment to =
= Nixon, or you may order online. The back-
: to-school packs will be ready for pick-up =
Child Abuse Prevention: http:/ = from Nixon in August.

www.kidpower.org/who-we-serve/preventing-

different personal safety issues for children:

Bullying Prevention: http://www.kidpower.org/ &

who-we-serve/how-to-stop-bullying.htm

Contact Judy Koelbel with questions.

A
L]

child-abuse.html

Kidnapping Prevention and Stranger Safety:
http://www.kidpower.org/who-we-serve/

kidnapping-prevention-strangers.html

Workshop Information

Here’s information about programs for children

“E NN EEEEEENEENEENEENEENEEEEEEEEER
A E NN NN NN NN NN NN NN NN EEEEEEEEEEN
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Fourth Graders Take an Historic “Walk Through Calif  ornia”

The entire fourth grade class celebrated weeks of learning about California geography and history by
dressing up in historic attire (or, in some cases, as terms such as “coast” or “country”), participating in a
fun, interactive assembly that reviewed facts about California, and enjoying a fiesta lunch provided by

parents.
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Students Speak

This issue’s question is:

Have you ever made up

A. L. (1* Grade) - Yes, it's
called Monkey Bridge. How you
play is that you get as many
people that want to play and
everyone swings across the
bars. Whoever falls is out.

The other game is Kung Fu
Panda. You need 9 people and
a jump rope to make a bridge.
One person is Tai-Long and
they try to take the skull which is
actually a piece of paper on the play structure
ceiling. Monkey, Mantis, Crane, Viper and
Tigress go to the bridge and pretend to battle.
Master Wu-gui disappears and Master Shifu
teaches the other characters how to battle. Po
and the other characters try to find as many
sticks as possible to make chairs and leaves are
found to make fireworks.

The other game is called Spiders on the Web.
Everyone touches the spider and then they
become a spider. Each person can do whatever
they want to do until they fall. Once they fall,
they need another spider to touch them to give
them life again.

A. T. (2™ Grade) My friends and | like to play
Three Flags Up. But we changed it to see how
many punts we could kick straight to each other
and catch. Our record is 106 — we caught the
ball 106 times (not in a row) over the course of

two days. Our record for in a row is probably 24.

C. M. (4™ Grade) Spin Wheel Lives Game (to be
played on the wheels that spin on the play
structure). This is a game | made up with my
friends in fourth grade. This game can be played
with 2-6 people. The way that you play this
game is first, you decide with your fellow players
how many lives each person gets (you lose a life
when you come in contact with the ground), and
what the code word should be (you yell the word
when you're on the "spinny wheel" and you need
to get off). Then everyone holds onto the wheel,
which starts spinning. If someone yells the code
word, then the person nearest to getting off stops
the wheel and helps everyone else up. You play
until that person loses all of
their lives. Then that person
runs and everyone else chases
that person and gets them to
lay down. Everyone then
tickles that person and
pretends to eat

them. Everyone but the
person who was "eaten" gains
ten lives. Everyone then gives
2 lives to the person who was
eaten up so that they can play

again.

Congratulations to A. L., whose name was drawn
from this month’s group of contributors. XXX will
receive a Nixon T-shirt from the Nixon Spirit
Shop.

Next month’s question is:

Have you ever cheered someone up when
they were hurt, sick or sad? Please tell us
how you did it!

Please e-mail the student’s response to Julie
Tomz. You could win a prize!

NIXON NEWS
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IThe Nixon Elementary School Site Council will be
| holding elections in May for two parent represeimest

#

I Two parents have submitted their names for coreiiber.
ITheir candidate statements are below.

] The School Site Council consists of an equal nurober
parents and staff members and has the responsibitit
developing, with Principal O'Connell, a school ptard a

Ibudget to support the plan. Site Council membetrss
an advisory group and provide staff/community inguit

| Nixon programs.

| site Council members are selected by their pedrat i§,

Candidate Statement of Vicki Sandin

| have been in the Nixon community for 3 years. My I
oldest daughter is currently in 2nd grade and nyngest
is a kindergartner. For the past 3 years | hayeyed
volunteering several days a week in the classraomdgor
field trips and other school activities.

Professionally, | have a degree in mathematics ilis
College and a master’s in statistics from Stanfdrspent |
3 years facilitating 6 staff members of a Stanfdodn to
create an amicable atmosphere for 103 undergrasdulslte.I
would love to be able to use my creative probleiviisg I
skills by serving on Site Council. I

Candidate Statement of Laura Nicolls |

This is my 3rd year at Nixon and in the districtiave a
2nd grader at Nixon and an 8th grader at Termdravé

Istaff elect staff, and parents elect parents. Torsthe Site enjoyed volunteering in the classroom at Nixon anithe |

Council, you must be prepared to represent all Nixo
| parents to the best of your ability.

|Voting will be conducted in May, ending on May A1 a
Ilnternational Night. More information is forthcomgi in
Friday folders.

library at Terman as well as serving as the Auditothe I
Nixon PTA this year.

It would be a pleasure to serve on the Site Cowcil
Nixon. | would appreciate the opportunity to regaet thel
parents and students in the Site Council's devedopof I
the school plan and budget

Green Team News

Nixon Students Celebrate Earth Day and Prepare foEnvironmentally Friendly

International Night

Parents and children helped reduce green house gadearth Day by walking, biking, rolling and even
kangaroo-jumper-boot-running to school. Duringdiag the children thought up many more ways to help
the environment, and each wrote their wish on iasitaed to the earth day poster in the auditorium.

Thanks go to Kathy Ruppel for her work with thelséirs and poster.

The Green Team is now getting ready for the Int&wnal Night
celebration. This year all plates and cups wiltbmpostable,
water will come from an urn not plastic bottlesdgoarents will be
asked to bring food in recyclable or compostablet@ioers. If the

Page 12

parents are uncertain as to what is recyclabl@mpostable they
can just ask their children who continue to doeagjob with the
green and blue bins near the lunch areas.

NIXON NEWS
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